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He is a Hungarian novelist and screenwriter who is known for critically difficult and demanding novels, often labeled as postmodern, with dystopian and melancholic themes.
Several of his works, notably his novels Satantango (Sátántangó, 1985) and The Melancholy of Resistance (Az ellenállás melankóliája, 1989), have been turned into feature films by Hungarian film director Béla Tarr.

After studying law from 1973 to 1976 at József Attila University (JATE) (now the University of Szeged) and from 1976 to 1978 at the Eötvös Loránd University he graduated in Hungarian language and literature from Eötvös Loránd University.
During his years as a university student in Budapest, Krasznahorkai worked at Gondolat Könyvkiadó, a publishing company.

Since his university studies Krasznahorkai has supported himself as an independent author.
In 1985, when his first major publication Satantango achieved success , he was immediately thrust into the forefront of Hungarian literary life. This dystopian novel is his most famous one. It received a Best Translated Book Award in English language in 2013. 
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In the times old communist Hungary  in 1987 he travelled abroad, spending a year in West Berlin
He has lived in several locations, since the collapse of the Soviet bloc. He often moves back to Germany, Hungary but he often spends some time in France, Spain, in the USA, England, Holland or in Japan. In 1990, for the first time, he was able to spend a significant amount of time in East Asia.
He reports about his Mongolian and Chinese experience in two books of him, called 
The prisoner of Urga (Az urgai fogoly) and Destruction and grief over the sky (Rombolás és bánat az Ég alatt). From 1990 he repeatedly  returned to Kyoto (in 1995, 2000, 2005) and he spent there 6 months.
In 1996 he was a guest of the Wissenschaftskolleg in Berlin. While writing his novel War and war he travelled through the length and breadth of Europe for several years. The inspiration for writing the book was given by Allen Ginsberg, whose apartman Krasznahorkai lived in, Ginsberg’s comments helped the writer even in the establishment of the book.
From 1985 the renowned director,  the author's good friend, Béla Tarr has made films almost exclusively based on Krasznahorkai's works, including Satantango and Werckmeister Harmonies. 
Krasznahorkai said the 2011 film, The Turin Horse would be their last cooperation.
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Krasznahorkai has received international acclaims from critics. Susan Sontag described him as "the contemporary Hungarian master of apocalypse who inspires comparison with Gogol and Melville".
In 2015, he received the Man Booker International Prize, the first Hungarian author  to be awarded so.
He is an owner of many prizes but the most prestigious of them owned by the Hungarian State Prize, is the Kossuth Prize. In June 2010 he received the Brücke Berlin Prize, which was  founded a few years before. He got 20 thousand Euros for the Seibo has been down there, which has been published in German, too.
In 2014 he received the Lifetime Achievement Award Literary Award in America.
He is a member of the Digital Literary Academy. In 2008 he  was a visiting professor at Berlin Free University.

Some of his best known books:

1985: Satantango (Sátántangó), novel. 
· Translated by George Szirtes for New Directions Publishing.
1986: Relations of Grace (Kegyelmi viszonyok), short stories. 
1989: The Melancholy of Resistance (Az ellenállás melankóliája), novel. 
Translated by George Szirtes for New Directions Publishing.
1992: The Prisoner of Urga (Az urgai fogoly), novel. 
1993: The Universal Theseus (A Théseus-általános), three fictional lectures. 
1998: Isaiah Has Come (Megjött Ézsaiás), short story. 
· Translated by George Szirtes for New Directions Publishing and included in War & War.
1999: War and War (Háború és háború), novel. 
· Translated by George Szirtes for New Directions Publishing.
2001: Evening at Six: Some Free Exhibition-Opening Speeches (Este hat; néhány szabad megnyitás), essays. 
2003: Krasznahorkai: Conversations (Krasznahorkai Beszélgetések), interviews. 
2003: From the North by Hill, From the South by Lake, From the West by Roads, From the East by River (Északról hegy, délről tó, nyugatról utak, keletről folyó), novel. 
To be translated by George Szirtes for New Directions Publishing.
2004: Destruction and Sorrow Beneath the Heavens (Rombolás és bánat az Ég alatt), novel. 
Translated by Ottilie Mulzet for Seagull Books.
2008: Seiobo There Below (Seiobo járt odalent), novel. 
Translated by Ottilie Mulzet for New Directions Publishing.
2009: The Last Wolf (Az utolsó farkas), short story. 
Translated by George Szirtes for Words without Borders.
2010: Animalinside (Állatvanbent), together with Max Neumann, collage of prose and pictures. 
Translated by Ottilie Mulzet for The Cahiers Series.
2012: He Neither Answers Nor Questions: Twenty-five Conversations on the Same Subject (Nem kérdez, nem válaszol. Huszonöt beszélgetés ugyanarról.), interviews. 
2013: The World Goes on (Megy a világ), short stories.
Screenplays for films

1988: Damnation (Kárhozat), directed by Béla Tarr.
1994: Satantangó, directed by Béla Tarr.
1997–2001: Werckmeister Harmonies (Werckmeister harmóniák), directed by Béla Tarr.
2007: The Man from London (A Londoni férfi), directed by Béla Tarr.
2011: The Turin Horse (A torinói ló), directed by Béla Tarr.
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